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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 


DEREC TORS. 


Beginning with the re-election of all 
officers, the Directors! Meeting last 
Saturday was off to a good start, The 
distinguished list, of Honorary Vice~ 
Presidents was augmented by the addition 
ef Duncan McDuffie, Joel Holdebrand and 
Randall Henderson. 

All committees were reeappointed, 
Important conservation questions were 
taken up immediately, The first problem 
considered was the Public Lands question 

involving Bills S 32, 33 and 34, The 
directors reccgnized the dangers cf dise 
turbing the existing balances between 
varicus users of public lands, Yeu will 
hear more of this, 

Discussed in great detail was the im 
minent threat of the change in boundary 
of the Lit, Olympic National Park, The 
June Bulletin will bring this prceblem to 
you in all its complications. 

Southern California Chapter is expand~ 
ing its offices into an adjoining room, 
so that they now have better housing for 
their library collection, which includes 
the Shand llemorial Library, 

, Chairman Lewis Clark of the “Tinter 
Sports Committee and Dick Burnley have 
been attending meetings ef the Bay Area © 
Council of the California Ski Assecia- 
_ tion, which is making quite a -drive-to 
have all skiers belong to it individual 
ly, instead of through member clubs, 
In order to find out the number of Sierra 
Club members who are: skiers, the Winter 
‘Sports Committee proposes to circulate 
a Questionnaire on a sampling basis, 
Anyone who receives such a questionnaire 
should recognize the importance of come 
pleting and returning its 

The meeting was expediticusly handled 
by President Robinson and Secretary 
Leonard, accomplished a great. deal, and 
finished earlier than expécted, : 


4 


““fonuments 


THE MOUNT SAN JACINTO PATTERN 


The story of how the American people!ts 
National Forests can be given over piece 
by piece for exploitation by private ine 
terests is told eloquently in the rush 
action of the State Legislature in lately 
enacting an amended. bill which the Gove 
ernor hastened to sign. 

This gives the San Jacinto Winter Park 
Authority (a pretentious name indeed for 
a tramway promotion group), the right to 
exploit the upper reaches of San Jacinte, 
now a part of the California State Park 
System. 

How did it happen that a superb high 
mountain region, a part ef our San Bere 
nardino National Forest and classified by 
the Forest Service as a Wild Area which 
later became a part of the State Park 
System, was removed from this control 
which would have excluded building and 
resort’ accommodation? 

Well, the whole deal has very peculiar 
aspects, some cf which I hope to cover 
later. ‘Whether it could have been pre» 
vented by the Sierra Club is difficult to 
The first steps to take it out of 

tate Park controls were initiated in the 
State Legislature during wartime when 
most cf us were too busy to du very much 


“about it. 


Suffice to say here now that the same 
thing can yet happen at liount San Gore 
gonio and any other equally desirable 
mountain peak of similar development 


possibilities in our National Forests. 


The pattern of this Sam Jacinto exploi- 
tation should keep us all on our toes 


~ ready to repel further invasions of 6ur 


few remaining wilderness areas, There 

is gold to be ‘made cn those mountain tops 
and in our. Naticnal Forests, Parks and 
The fury ‘to garner it all 

in, even if the whole western United 


.. States is converted thereby into a desert, 


has redoubled since the war ended, 
—Arthur H, Blake 
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NEW ATTACK ON NATIONAL MONUMENTS 


HR Bill 2438 introduced by Representative 
Barrett (Wyoming) for the repeal of the 
Antiquities Act, joins in the attack be- 
gun by HR 1676 and S 91 (bills to amend 
said Act) on the President's right to 
create National Monuments by proclamation. 
Senate Bill 815 is also designed to place 
in the hands of Congress the present power 
of the President to set aside public lands 
as National Monuments. 

Beginning with President Theodcre Roose- 
velt, the present power has been wisely 
used, often just in time to prevent irre- 
parable damage to some scenic wonder or 
bogione ; 

It would be very dangerous. to curtail 
this power now, especially in view of the 
extreme slowness with which Congress deals 
with national matters of even greater ur- 
gency and importance, Revoking this power 
of future presidents might set a dangerous 
precedent. By implying that the actions 
of past presidents might not have been 
sound, it might lead to elimination of 
monuments already established. 

- a --Arthur H. Blake 
AN INVITATION from the Viking Ski Club to 
their Cotton Cotillion is extended to 
Sierra Club members. The party is to be 
held May 24 at Geneva Hall, Valencia and 
22nd Streets, San Francisco. Tickets 
$1,00--folk dancing and modern dancing-- 
informal cotton clothes. Call Miss Spree, 
JUniper 7-6135. 
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IN THE EDITOR'S MAIL yar 
A letter from Frank T. Been, Superintend- 
ent of Mt. McKinley National Park, to - 
Art Blake, states in part: "The Sierra 
Club Yodeler is proving an excellent med- 
jum tO bring me up to date on what is 
happening in conservation and outdoor 
recreation. Please give my congratula- 
tions to the Club and the Yodeler staff. 
Through the articles and announcements, 
I am renewing friendships which I had al- 
most forgotten during the past four 
years." 

Supt. Been has been back on the job 
since about the first of the year. He 
writes he bets he holds the record for 
getting the coldest reception any service 
man ever got when returning to his old 
haunts. The. temverature averaged minus 
40, and "when (Jack Frost) got over-en- 
thusiastic showed off with minus 50 to 
60. Funny part of it is I emfoyed it 
even though I had been serving in the 
mild Aleutians,” 


x * * * 


Ruth Prager writes from Germany: 

"Have finished work with UNRRA and em 
with the World Student Relief--still in: 
Heidelberg--helping the D.P. Heidelberg 
University students organize on their 
own, Then I an off to the mountains in 
June for a vacation before starting work 
-«I hope with Military Government for 
Bavaria, as field supervisor, Education 
and Religion Section, with German youth, 
It pays to look at both sides of the 
problem. I read of activities in the 
Yodeler with envy, and am enjoying the 
new Bulte tin." 


* 


eh ee « 
Yodeleditorx: 

I wish to protest Mr. Barbour's claim 
of having been the discoverer of the 
gavden variety cooking utensil (Yodeler, 
April 21). 

In the "deep South" there is a humble 
confection known as hoe-cake, so called 
because the slaves, in a, similar predica- 
ment to that of Mr. Barbéur, lacking 
cooking utensils, placed the cakes on 
their one life-sustaining implement, the 
hoe, and cooked them in that manner over 
a small open fire, After having sampled 
the ancient delicacy, I can vouch for its 
excellence in the field of the culinary 
arts. 

--Katharine L. Parker 


Anyone with money and leisure to climb in 
Alaska this summer? Contact K. Boyer, 
2126A Dwight Way, Berkeley. 
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YODELEARS HEARs= 

~-of the marriage of Helen Simpson _ 

to Bob Schonborn, of tho teeters 
California Chapter, The Schonborns 
will live near Los Angeles after their 
honeymoon in Yosemite and Carmel, 
-~that "Mountain Craft" is also obtain= 
able from Dawson's Book Shop, 627 South 
Grand Avenue, Los Angelese 

--that Ted Simon will play a Hindemith 
piano sonato at a concert of the 
Amphion Club in Berkeley, May 10. 
-~that one canyon is as good as another 
to Ralph Griswold, even if they do lead 
in different directions. , 
-‘wethat the mysterious Larsen Hill, 
scheduled by the Rock Climbers for their 
May, 4 climb, turns out to be in San 
Francisco, Several would-be climbers » 
thought it might be in the East Bay or 
in Marin, and when they finally track. 
ed it down, the climbers had moved to 
Miraloma Rocks} 

wethat John Montgomery has built a home 
at Noe 2 Crest View Drive, west of th e 
‘Moraga Highway in Orinda, and invites 
Yodelers to the housewarming festiv- 
ities on May 16, z 
~~that the six young conservationists, 
winners of the Essay Contest, left the 
serious side of life behind them when 
they came to San Francisco for the 
Prizewinnerst Weekend. A speedboat 
ride round Alcatraz, dinner at the - 
Cliff House, rides on the roller-coaster, 
topped off with the evening at the 
Sports Show, sounds to us like lots of 
fune We haven't seen the exhausted 
guides but we understand everyone had 

a wonderful time. 

=«that the Rock Climbers Dinner Dance 
was @ real success, There'll be more 
in our next issue, but Bob Hansen wants 
to express his thanks to his committee 
and all the Rock Climbers for their 
splendid cooperation in the revival 

of this annual event, 


YOSEMITE RIDES NEEDED - 
Have you room for a passenger, (or 
passengers), to Yosemite for the May 30 
outing? Rides are needed from both 
sides of the Bay, and the passengers 
must know before May 20, so they can 
buy their meal. tickets, Please contact 
the transportation committee: 
for San Francisco, Mildred Hilkey, 
Hordan 7#11353 for the East Bay, 
Virginia Ward, AShberry 1177, © 
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| HI-DIDDLE-DIDDLE 


Remember May 24 
BARBECUE and BARN DANCE 


Don't forget to get your tickets by May 16. 

From Committee - Clubrooms or following 

sport shops: 

Jim Davis Sport Shop - 2226 Telegraph 

Berkeley 

Darcy's = 

Smith's «= === =--=- = Palo Alto 
‘SPECIAL "OUTINGS" PROGRAM 

Once again the Educational Committee is 

baffled by High Prices in its search for 

a hall large enough to hold the audience 

which usually attends our May preview of 

the summer outings. 

However, necessity is the mother of 
invention and we have invented a new plan 
for this meeting. TUESDAY MAY 27 at the 
Women'g City Club will be "At Home Night" 
for those Sierra Club members who are ~ 
going on any of the outings this summer, 
Leaders of the various trips will be 
there to talk to their own groupse 
There will be showings of pictures of 
the camping areas, By spreading ourselves 
over a numbér of halls on the third floor 
of the Club, we can. accommodate all meme 
bers who come. 

This will give you a chance to meet the 
leaders and future companions of your 
trip. The usual cafeteria style dinner 
may be obtained at’the Women's City Club 
before the meeting, or come at 7 peme, 
(or as soon as you’can), for the meetingse 
Introduce yourself, tell us the name of 
the outing that interests you, and we 
will make cértain that you meet others 
like-mindeds == CMC 
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© utuinattcbetetestsiaan terns racepees 
The N.S.S. Monthly Meeting was certainly 
well prepared for the trip to the Tib-: 
uror Hills, as Tom Howell gave us an 
informative: preview, with the kodachrome 
slides from our very own collection to 
illustra te. Tom took as his topic the 
"Plora of the Coast Ranges" with the 
emphasis on Marin County a nd the Tibu- 
ron Peninsula, As we all know Tom has 
the wonderful talent of presenting his 
knowledge in such a way that his lis- 
teners are delighted la ter to find that 
they have lear:«.! something quite pain- 
lessly. ; 

Moss Beach Session 
A grand finale to our series of classes 
in Tidg-pool Life, culminated in a field 
trip to Moss Beach. Having been so com- 
petently led through the mgze of diffi- 
cult terminology and having our eyes 
previously prepared by Paul and Maxine 
Chenoweth, we knew at ieast enough to 
look, ask, and appreciate the wonders of 
the sea life. We are deeply grateful to 
these two very fine Marine Zoologists 
_ who had the patience a nd the courage to 
take on so much. Their classes have 
been excellently conducted with just the 
' pight amount of student participation. 
Thanks, Paul and Maxinet 


Calendazx- 
May 16: Monthly Meeting, 7:30 Mills 
.lower, Einar Nilsson. 
May 17-18. Overnight at Laurel Dell. 
Take 8 A.M. Bolinai bus to Bootjack 
Camp Saturday. Accommoda tions for cen- 
~ tral commissary Saturday dinner and Sun- 
day breakfast limited. Pay $1.35 to 
Dick Johnson, 2742 Filbert St., S.F. 
FIllmore 2895. by Tuesday, May 15. Leave 
sleeping bags only at. Joanne Taylor's, 
1176 Shattuck Ave.,Berkeley, or at Dick 
Johnson's, for transportation to camp. 
BRING: 2 lunches, cup, cutlery, plate, 
flashlight, Nature Notes. Those who 
wish can take 8:25 A.lf- Bootjack bus 
on Sundey. Approximately 3 miles each 
day. Buy round trip tickets. 


YOSEMITE VOLUNTEERS 
All those interested in 13 days work ‘dur- 
ing the Yosemite Outing in exchange for 
a refund of deposit and transportation 
cost are urged to contact Howard Koch, 
OLympic 1130! 


“ CHAPTER. COMMITTEES ACTIVE 


The Bay Chapters Local Walks Committee 
is hard at work getting out the summer 
schedule. Many interesting trips are 


being planned, including two. meetings 


with the Rock Climbers, and a joint trip 
to the top of Mount Shaste with the Maz~ 
emas of. Portland. Three new members 
have been added to the committees 

Isabelle Torrance, Bill Sattler and 
Erwin Strohmaier. . 

. Tne Publications Committee can use at 
least tro more members. Chairman Helene 
Glass guarantess that the work is inter~ 
esting, but not arduous or stzxenuous.If 
you'd iike to be on the real “inside" 
of Chapter events, why not volunteer 
your services to.Helene? Phone her at 
YUkon 6~-3111 during the day. 


ne ee o> am ce eet aes Oe oe ee Oe a Be OD OT ES ae CD 


ANNUAL FLOWER’ TRIP 


Only about 160 local walkers and Natural 
Science Secticn members turned out for 
the Tiburon wild flowers, and from 
where we stood it locked as though about 
160 wild flowers turned out for the 
walkers (species, that is). We have a 
feeling that John Thomas Howell had . 
something to do with the wonderful dis- 
play; he guided us so expertly through 
magnificent beds of lupine,thermopsis, 
goid fields, tidy-tips (Tom tattled they 
aren't so tidy!) and many more flower 
gardens, After receiving many deserved 
compliments on his very. fine talks to 
the group, he returned them by the com- 
ment that "he couldn't remember ever 
having such an interested and attentive 
audience before on these hikes". The 


‘only thing we could see that didn't 


hang ori Tom's every word was a cow that 
was occupied keeping the swarming 
hikers from her new-born calf, quite 
understandable. 


WEST. POINT VISITORS on April 19 were 


pleased to see many Sierra Club directors 
and Conservation Committee members enjoy= 
ing Tillie Smedberg's excellent dinner 
before the meeting of officers of the 
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs. 
Present were Dick and Doris Leonard,Dave 
Brower,Arthur Blake,John and Jean Bare 
nard Hilary Crawford, and others. The — 
president of the Federation, G.E.Cannon, 
and war-time president Ed Hughes also 
spent the night at West Point, giving all 
of the group a good chance to meet the 
officers of northwest outdoor clubs. 
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THE LAND OF THE SKY BLUE WATER 


Havasu Canyonf There never was such a 


place for color as this spectacular canyon: 


that opens into the Colorado below the 
Grand Canyon, A mineral deposit makes 
the water slightly opaque when viewed 
from an angle and gives it an exquisite 
turquoise color, The stream cuts succes- 
sively thru white sandstone and brilliant 
red rock, forming several deep vertical 
canyons within canyons, Sometimes it 
rushes over bright pebbles, sometimes it 
is apparently still in little pools and 
occasionally it sprays gracefully over a 
high ledge into a deep pool, one to two 
hundred feet below. The fells are sure 
rounded by strange “overhangings” of rock 
formed by the travertine from the streams 
The valley floor is green with natural 
verdure and the irrigated fields around 
the Indian village--also Bermuda grass, 
washed down from the Indian agency by a 
flood, 

This Shangri-la was found by Al 
Schmitz last year, and his enthusiastic 
des cription to Jim Barbour resulted in 
plans to share their trip with the Clube 

Novices and dunnage were packed down 
into the canyon under the management of 
Jim and Als who also "packed" the group 
up a vertical cliff so they could saunter 
along the immediate rim of the canyon, and 
made safe the descent over the precipice 
to the bottom of Mooney Falls, which is 
higher than Niagara. 

The weather was perfect, even though, 
in spite of the fact that "it never rains 
in Havasu", we had a light shower the 
first night. 

The Indians who live in the canyon 
are called the Havasupai, or Supai, They 
are an agricultural people who retreated 
there originally to pursue life in a 
peaceful manner, They are fine horse- 
men and their animals are allowed to 


roam high up on the top mesa between trips.(A new alibi for that 


The salmon mallow was the most common 
flower in the valley with the opunties and 
barrel cactus flourishing in the drier 
places, Lizards were the most common 
animals seen, although frequently we 
heard frogs making odd noises like wood- 
peckers high up on the walls, Jack 
Frenkel scared the daylights out of us 
when he calmly let a live rattler out of 
his lunch bag into the middle of the 
campfire circle.(He got it back in the: 
lunch bag, too). 

The drive to and from the canyon was 
most varied. We saw everything from dry 


VISIT TO FOREST PRIMEVAL 


‘It was a Loma Prieta trip on May 4, 

but Bay Chapter members made up a good 
hal? of the 62 Sierrans who followed 
Herman Horn and Bob Ramstad along the 
Butano forest trail, among the towering 
redwoods--their tips lost from sight 
through the forest growth. The woods 
are so tall and dense that but little 
sunlight filters through in dramatic 
shafts of light. The trail was soft 
under foot-«cushioned by the centuries? 
accumulation cf leaf-molds the stream 
flowed lazily emong tne mossy rocks and 
down timber, its fern-covered banks cool 
and inviting. <A beautiful amphitheater 
near the stream, surrounded by redwoods, 
was & unanimous lunch stop, its beauty 
made that much more poignant by the real= 
ization that any day, lumbermen's saws & 
axes will devastate the woodland sance 
tuary, The return trip, via the Butano 
Falls, was a pleasant transition from 
the wilderness of the redwoods into the 
general forest grea and back to the sum- 
mer home colonye 

The trip was the first opportunity for 
many of the participating Bay Chapter 
members to discover for themselves the 
priceless beauty of the Butano forest, 
and to appreciate fully the concern of 
conservationists over their failure, so 
far, to make any appreciable headway toe 
ward preserving this region as a State 
park. 

Arrangements for this trip were ably 
made by Herman Horn,who found himself 
faced with a quick readjustment in his 
plans to shuttle cars for a much larger 
party than was originally expected and in 
rounding up the late-comors from the Bay 
area who, car by car, blamed their being 
an hour or so late in arriving on having 
missed the Club arrow at the turn-off-- 
thus driving three or four miles too far} 
Sunday morning pro- 
crastination at getting up!) -- DMH 


lake mirages to Boulder Dam. We were 
awakened successively by Jim's pipe, 
roaring bulls and the braying of wild 


jackasses. Many of the group missed the 
latter serenade, having gone up to the 
Grand Canyon with some of our honored 
guests from the Park Service. We're not 
quite sure what happened to some of the 
party...t the ends; we understand they got 
washed out in a lightning storm, but the 


‘leader was smart and stayed ahead of the 


storme -- Elsa Bailey 


, 
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CONSERVATION CLUB ELECTS OFFICERS 


A group of several hundred hikers and 
former hikers congregated at Bootjack 
Camp on Sunday, May h, for the annual 
election meeting of the Tamalpais Con- 
servation Club, Past President Cy 
Washburn, presiding over the meeting, re= 
ceived committee reports and introduced 
various speakers, The new Tamalpais © 
State Park Custodian, "Brownie" Brown, 
was introduced to the membership and 

spoke briefly of his background and 
plans for the park, 

The TCC Executive Committee, composed 
of members of all the local hiking and 
conservation clubs, was elected after a 
short address by Jesse K, Brown on the 
history arid ideals of the club. Among 
those chosen were Sierrans Violet ; 
Cardoza, Herbert Arner ad Dick Monges, . 

The meeting was marked by the absence 
of "Dad" Plevin, Past President md per-= 
ennial coffee maker, whase death on 
April 23 ended a lifetime of genial ser- 
vice to the community, He will be mise 
sed by all those who knew him, not only 
for his coffee md his candy (for the 
girls only), but also for his work on 
trails and in committee, .It is entirely 
fitting that he spent his last Sunday on 
the mountain md typical that he died on 
his way to work, ==JPS 


TUESDAY DINNER DATING 


May 13--Sam Gunnison, member of the 
Board of Directors of the Mountain Play 
Association, will give the history of 
the Association, Following his talk, 
Walter Fell, another Director, will 
show moving pictures of some past Moun-= 
tain Plays. This is an hour's real 
entertainment--a MUST SEE, 


May 20=-Loring Powell will show his 
slides, in a rambling talk he calls 
"Ramblings through the West", 

a a oe 
Vee Krysiak is planning a knapsack trip 
starting from Wawona about May 28, to 
Buck Camp, over’Fernandez Pass=-return- 
ing to Yosemite Valley by Isberg Pass 
and Merced Lake, There are now three 
in the party, Others are invited, Cone 
tact Vee at 1151 Market Street, S.F, 


LOMA PRIETA reports that Frank Duveneck'ts 
Memorial /Day pack trip into the Big Sur © 
(a joint; trip with the Bay Chapter) is 
already filled to the brim, 


Who: knows? Who knows what will turn up 
on a Sierra trip? If you are too late 
for the lupine, there are always the 
deer and you might even uncover a red 
fox nest, Well, we did, In a deserted 
cabin it was, nestled among priceless 
hand-carved walnut furniture which had 
been left as was when the original ten- 
ants walked out never to return--but 
that is mother story, Remind us to 
tell you sometime. i 
Hermann Horn, Loma Prieta leader, and 
Esther and Roy Crites, Bay Chapter 
leaders,cooked up this interesting and 
entertaining excursion for the 2) over= 
nighters. Campfire was informal with 
songs ad stories, Sunday saw the group 
scattered according to their various 
ideas of diversion, Millard Hoyle and 
his nine followers pierced the morning 
fog to the top of one of the surround- 
ing "mountains", while others visited 
the beautiful home of the owners of this 
42,000 acre cattle ranch, Altogether it 
was a most rewarding week end, -~-HR 


27TH "TRAIN" ON SCHEDULE 


On April 27th, the Local Walks group had 
a lovely hike from Bottini to liill Valley 
by way of Lagunitas Creek, The trip was 
a long one; the terrain quite easy md 
everyone enjoyed the beauty of the can- 
you, The day was overcast, making it 
ideal for hiking, The first portion of 
the trip was in the burnt area and every= 
body was quite pleased to see how the 
redwood trees were coming back. 

Though Cataract Gulch is quite steep 
and long, it was very beautiful with the 
water falls running at good speed; inci- 
dentally, the trail going up the Gulch 
needs to be cleared, 

Al Glenn told me that he would be wait- 
ing for us at Laurel Dell, lying on his 
air mattress, basking in the sun, with 
an iceecold can of a popular malt bever- 
age, thinking how we were sweating coming 
up the trail, However, we found him do- 
ing his best to keep warm and wishing 
the sun would put in an appearace, We 


. did not find the sunshine 'til we hit the 


south side, heading toward home. 

Though the weather was not as warm as 
we would have liked, all of the twenty- 
two hikers enjoyed themselves, They 
were a fine group, "roaring" with ease 
into Laurel Dell at 1:15 and Mill Valley 
at 5:30 even though long stops at West 
Point and Mountain Home were included, 

--Dick Monges 


